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&S2 Remarks on " The Miseries of Human Life" [May. 



fectly mild and insipid, it sits easy 
on the stomach, while the others are 
constantly rejected. 

2dly. It operates in so gentle a 
way, as to diminish the inflamma- 
tory disposition, which the others 
tend qnly to exasperate. 

3dly.' A^ an absorbent earth, it 
corrects the acrimony of metallic 
poisons, by decomposing them, and 
is perhaps the only cathartic that 
possesses this property. 

After this treatment, should any 
relics pf the poison remain, which 
however is not very probable, the 
(iver of sulphur, accompanied by a 
ihilk and mucilaginous diet, will, it 
is presumed, seldom fail to complete, 
the cure. 

It may not be improper to observe 
that the above method is not confined 
to verdigris or poison of copper, but 
is equally applicable to other mineral 
poisons, as those of lead, >glqss of an- 
timony, corrosive, sublimate, cobalt, 
and perhaps, qrsenic itself. This, last, 
however, is so refractory a suhstance, 
and so very intractable to almost 
every method of treatment, that (con- 
trary to what is observable of other 
mineral poisons.) it retains a degree 
of virulence even after it is decom- 
posed. — Is it not, then a matter of 
(serious concern, that this most for- 
midable poison begins to be admi- 
nistered as a medicine, not only by 
men of science, but by illiterate 
dabblers in physic ; not only as an 
externa] empirical application against 
cancers, but as infernal specific 
against fevers ? For pf late it is (as 
we are informed) indiscriminately 
given even in common agues, where- 
in there certainly can be no just 
ground for haying recourse to so. 
doubtful, so dangerous, so desperate 
a remedy ; especially when the Peru- 
vian bark, and other safe, effica- 
cacious, and approved febrifuges, 
are constantly at hand. 
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Having met with the following 
little Essay, I thought, it might de- 
serve a place in your useful pub- 
lication. I.. 

A LATE publication, entitled, 
"The Miseries ef Human Lilei" 
had so wonderfully extensive a sale, 
run through so many editions in so 
very short a, time, and of course was so 
very profitable a work, (1 mean to 
the author and bookseller,) that, it is 
no wonder if I have been tempted to 
offer to the notice of the very liber- 
al public, a few remarks on the same 
subject. And if the present paper be 
short, it has at least one recommen- 
dation, that it is the sooner read. 

The miseries of human life are 
caused by the want of regulation of 
the human mind, and can only btj 
prevented or cured by a close atten- 
tion to the regulation of the human 
mind. 

This is a simple maxim, which 
comprises all we can learn on the 
subject from any book, and yet this 
is the only defect which Pur author 
has overlooked, 

Fpr it is the mind alone which 
(eels, and its sensations and percep- 
tions owe their power of producing 
pleasure or pain entirely to the pre- 
disposition, pf the mind, or to theii 
associations. It is not the act alone 
which affects us with these emotions, 
but the manner in which the mind 
receives th,e impression. 

Nobody will, to prove this theory, 
thrust his hand into the fire, and 
try not to feel pain ; but yet nobody 
will deny that the Roman patriot 
felt pleasure in this very act; or that 
martyrs, who with holy zeal volun- 
tarily inflict, of cause tP be inflicted 
on themselves the greatest torture, 
prove the most enthusiastic joy. And 



1812] Annual Report of ike Dublin Free~schools. 955 



from the very same cause do any of 
those numerous trifling, pigmy tor- 
tures, collected into the above men- 
tioned book, really induce misery. 

Unluckily, the author hag omit- 
ted to trace the effects to their one 
and only cause, which with the ut 
most respect I must be allowed to 
think, was an omission which rob- 
bed the work of its usefulness. 

Wherefore, I must again assert, 
that this short paper before us has a 
just claim upon the public, for a 
much higher price, thai* the big 
book: being as much superior to it, 
as the use of a printing press is to 
the employment of .ten thousand 



amanuenses, or as the human mind 
itself is to the unmeaning frontispiece 
-prefixed to said book, (without va- 
nity be it spoken). 

Another merit which .this paper 
claims is, that in referring to the 
true cause of our unhappmess, it sets 
us a task which is within our power 
to achieve : whereas, if our happi- 
ness solely depended upon the ad- 
justment of every untoward object 
around us— >What a Sisyphean work! 
our whole life-time might be em- 
ployed at it, ami in the end «hould 
find ourselves still at the foot of the 
hill. 
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ANNUAL REPORT FROM A GENERAL MEETING OF THE GOVERNORS OF THE 
DUBLIN WEEKL* AND DAILY FREE-SCHOOLS ; HELD AT THE DUBLIN FREE- 
SCHOOL HOUSE, IN SCHOOL-STREET, THE 26th OF OCTOBER, 181 1. 

The Treasurer's Account was examined and passed, and is as follows. 

EXPENDITURE. 

.. £. r. A 

Balance from last year, *• 301 6 10 

Superintendent, - - 100 6 O 

Teachers of Weekly Schools, 98 18 8 

• Daily Schools, -.151 10 6 

Stationary, . - , * 99 13 5. 

Repairs and Furniture, *■ 66 1 &§ 

Rent and Insurance, • -139 9 11 

Coals and Candles, * * 24 3 8f 

Printing and Advertising, • 5 10 10 

Hoiite and Door-keepers wages 16 3 8 

Contingencies, • ' 10 19 9 
Articles for clothing £27 160 
Sold to Scholar* 84 16 94 



INCOME. 




£. t. 


d. 


Subscriptions, - - - 388 19 


8 


Donations, - - - 2 1 


8 


From Scholars of Weekly 




Schools, - - , - 108 7 


3 






Schools, - - * 19S S 


4 


For Books lost, and Cutters 




sold, - - - - 9 15 


1 


For Services of a Teacher or- 




ganizing Schools at Water- 




ford and Ross, - - 18 





Balance due by the Schools, 194 10 


H 


4.916 17 


H 



2 19 5$ 



4.916 17 Si 



Resolved, That the Committee do direct a statement of the above ac- 
count to be printed, together with iueh Report of the state of the Schools as 
they shall judge expedient* 

Christopher Humphreys, Chairman. 



